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By the Lords Committees appointed 


‘ 


to examine the Phyficians who 
have attended His Majefty 
during his illnefs, touching the 


{tate of His Majefty’s health. 


ORDERED TO REPORT, 


Tar the Committee have met, and exa- 
mined the feveral Phyficians who were fworn 
for that purpofe at your Lordfhips Bar; and 
the evidence given by them’ before the faid. 
Committee was as follows : 


Doétor FRANCIS WILLIS called in and 
examined. 

You are defired to acquaint the Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health ~is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to any 
kind of public bufinefs ? | 

Certainly not capable. 

1, What 
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What are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majefty’s recovery ? 

If it was any common perfon, I fhould 
_ {carce doubt of his recovery; Ihave great hopes 
of His Majefty’s recovery ; but I am afraid it 
may be retarded by his recollection of his pre- 
{ent indifpofition. 


Can you form any judgement or probable 
conjecture of the duration of His Majefty’s ill- 
nefs ? 

I cannot ; they yaddedSer or conjecture. 


Is His Majefty’s Soe del more probable or 
not ? 
A great deal more sxiohaiste 


What degree of experience has Dr. Willis 
ad himfelf, or does he know others to have 
had, in this particular {pecies of diforder ! 

T have hada great deal for twenty-eight or 
twenty-nine years. 


Have you confidered this kind of diforder 
under which the King labours as liable to be’ 
claffed under different {pecies ? : 

In my anfwer to that, I am apprehenfive it 
would defcribe the fort, of diforder more than 
your Lordfhips would chufe : His Majefty’s 
indifpofition is attended with fymptoms of vio- 

lence 


t #4 
Jence and acutenefs. Another fpecies of this 
indifpofition is attended with lownefs of {pirits 
and defpair ; the latter of which is the moft 
difficult to be cured. 


Whether the diforder is not of a different 
{pecies when occafioned by external caufes, or 
when it is not to be traced back to fuch 
caufes ? | 

We mutt judge of the fpecies of a diforder 
by the fymptoms: but when we know the 
caufe is from a blow, from excefies of any 
kind, from fudden frights, from watching, 
from too great attention to bufinefs, or any fud- 
den misfortune, the cure will be brought about, 
in all probability, by an attention to what we 
judge to be the caufe. 


Have you taken fuch obfervation of His Ma- 
jefty’s illnefs, as to trace it to any of thefe 
caufes? | 

I have attended His Majefty fo fhort a time 
I can only forma guefs, or hazard an opinion; 
from what I am told of His Majefty’s mode of | 
life, therefore I would not have your Lord- 
'fhips imagine I prefume to give it as a pofitive 
opinion: but from a detail of His Majefty’s 
mode of life for twenty-feven years, I fhould 
rather think that His Majefty’s indifpofition 


has 


it) 
has been broughitabout by ufing very ftrong ex- 
ercife, taking little fuftenance, watching, or 
want of fleep, perhaps when his mind was up- 
on the ftretch with very weighty affairs ; and 
I am the more inclined to think I may cues 
right, becaufe the medicines that were to meet 
with fuch caufes, which were ordered on Sun- 


day laft, have had the effeé that I could with. 


Have any favourable fymptoms of convalef- 
cence taken place fince you attended ? 

His Majeity’s nerves are lefs irritable, which _ 
muit precede convalefcence. 
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Do you regard that as a favourable fymp- 
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tom? 
Yes. 


Whether any actual ceflation of the diforder 
has obtained fince you attended the King ? 

His Majefty is much calmer, eats and 
drinks, takes medicines, and goes to bed 
quietly. 


Do you confider that, or anyother fymp- 
toms you have obferved, as a ceflation of his 
diforder ? ! 

As a partial, not a total ceffation. 


How long have you attended His Majefty? . 
From 


Ea? 7 : 
From Friday morning laft, at about ten or 
eleven o'clock. | 


How foon have patients under your care, 
affected: with a fimilar diforder, - ufually ‘reco- 
vered? } 

If Iam called in within three months, from 
three months. to fifteen or eighteen months : 
fometimes they recovered much fooner than 
three months, two months, fix weeks, or one 
month :—I have had fome two years under 
my care and recovered afterwards. I cannot 
prefume to form-any opinion as to the time. 


What do you underftand by recovery? 
To be perfectly well and fit for bufinefs in 
all refpects, as he was before. 


Do you make any diftinGtiion betwixt com- 
plete and temporary recovery ? 

As complete a recovery as if it was from 
an ague, fever, or cold, with proper attention 
to his mode of life. 


In the courfe of your experience has it hap- 
pened that perfons recovered by you have come 
a fecond time under your care? 

They have: but I do not think that they are 
more likely to relapfe into fuch an indifpofi- 
tion, than any oneis into a violent fever. i 


Whethers 
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Whether, when you have fent a perfon out 
as cured, and that perfon returns under your 
care again, you confider that as a new diforder, 
ora relapfe ? 
If a long time intervenes, I confider i it 26 4 
new ais das 


What do you calla long time? 
‘Three or four years. 


Whether fhort of that, you look upon it’as 
a relapfe or a cure? 

If it was within a year, I fhould call it a re- 
Japte. 


Within what time, as near as you can recol- 
le&, the majority of patients difmiffed by you 
as cured, whom you fay have returned again 
under your care, have returned? 

I have had them return from one to cigh- 
teen years, but cannot {peak as to majorities. 


.Doé&or RICHARD WARREN called in and 
examined. 

You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming to 
his Parliament, or of attending to > any kind of 
public bufinefs ! 


Incapable. pes 
eT _« Whae 


Los. J 

‘What are the hopes you entertain of His. 
Majefty’ s recovery ? 

. The hopes muft be. determined by it pro- 
| bedi cs of cure, and that can be judged of 

only by what has happened \to others; by 
which I find that the majority of thofe who 
have been difordered in a manner fimilar to 
His Majetty, have recovered: but I do not 
mean by the word “ fimilar,”’ His Majefty’s 
particular echorgets but that diforder in ges 
neral. | 


> 
-Can you infer from thence, that it is more 
" probable that His Majeity will or will not re- 
cover 2” 
That it is more probable that he will re< 
cover. 
~ Does Dr. Warren apply this to the: particu- | 
lar cafe ‘of His Majefty, or to cafes in ges 


bod ? | 
To cafes i in general. 


Can you form any i or probable 
conjecture, of the duration of Eis Majeliy s 
ilnefs? 

No. 


Bt e “Whether. | 
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_ Whether, fo far as experience enables Dr. 
_ Warren, to judge of His Majefty’s diforder, he 
thinks it more probable that His Majefty will 
or will not recover, fo as to render him capa- 
ble of public bufinefs ? | 

I have no data fufficient to ground an an- 
{wer upon this queftion. 


Whether there has been any ceflation, of 
- His Majefty’s diforder fince you attended 
him ? : 

oie TGS 


_ Are there any figns of a returning under- 
flanding } ; 


- Since you was examined laft at the Privy 
Council, have there been any more favourable 
fymptoms of His Majefty’s recovery ? 

There are no fymptoms of this diforder, 
but the fingle one of want of underftanding. 
The words al the aétions of perfons under 
_this ‘diforder are accidental, and depend upon. 
the difference of the ‘perfons themfelves. A _ 
man that has a variety of ideas, will talk and 
act very differently from one who has fewer 
ideas, or has led a different courfe of life: 
| | His 


t. a0 
His words and aétions will be determined by 
the peculiarity of the man, and not by the 
diftemper. Under this explanation the ~e 


toms are more favourable. 


Is the probability of His Majefty’s recovery 
of his underftanding varied or affected any 
way by the actual duration of his illnefs? 

The probability of cure diminifhes as the. 
time of the diforder lengthens. 


- Has this diforder continued fo long, as to 
enable you, from thence, to pronounce upon 
the probability of his recovery f° 

No. 


How long have you attended His Majefty ° 
I faw him firft on the feventh of Novem- 
ber. 


Whether there has been any difference of 
opinion amoneft the phyficians, as to the nas 
ture of the cafe? | 

It has been the cuftom of His Majefty’s 
-_phyficians, from the day that I went firft to 
Windfor, to put down in writing a defcrip- 
tion of the ftate of His Majefty’s health every 
evening, and for each of them to fign the 
ee dace paper $ 


; 


ee ee | 
paper; by which it will appear that there 
never was any difference of opinion among the 
phyficians, with refpect to the cafe as it is put, 
This was ater daily till His Mery came 
to Kew, 


Sir pracy BAKER Shiba’ in and 


examined. 


You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to 
any kind of public bufinefs ? ° 

The ftate of His Majefty’s health is fuch 
as to render him incapable of any public bu- 


finefs. 


What are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majeity’s recovery ! 

The hopes I entertain of His Majefty’s re- 
covery are founded upon an idea of its being 
. probable. ‘That idea of probability is fhe 
gefted to me by paft experience, as well ori- 
ginal as that of other phyficians, in cafes fumi- 


lay to that of His Majefty, 


oe, Can 
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Can you form any judgement, or probable 
conjecture, of the duration of His Majefty’s 
illnefs ? 
I can form no judgement, or probable con- 
jecture, of the duration of his diforder. 


Has there been any cefiation of the diforder 
fince you firft attended His Majefty ? 

There was a-ceflation of the diforder fince 
my firft fufpicion. 


At what period did you firft, fufpe& the na- 
ture of his diforder ? . 

In the evening of Wednefday, O&ober the- 
22d laf. | 


What length of time did that-ceflation con- 
tinue? | 

I conceived the fufpicion that evening; and 
the next morning, when I vifited His Majefty 
yery early, he appeared to me to be. perfectly 
well. On the Monday following I faw His 
Majefty at Windfor, and then faw more figns 
of the diforder. 


Has there been any ceflation fince Monday, 
October the 27th ? | 
None. . 


At 
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At this period of time do you fos any figns 
of a returning underftanding? 
» I fee none. ! 


Did you fee His Majefty between the 2 3d 
and the 27th of Odtober ? | 
I faw His Majefty on the 24th and 2sth of 
Odober, and I faw him again on the 27th, 
when he had a degree of his prefent diforder, 
but in nothing like the ftate in which it has 

appeared fince. 


Had His Majetty | heel afflicted with any 

bodily diforder immediately preceding the 22d 
of October! 
_ On the 17th of OGtober His Majefty was 
attacked by a diforder in which [had once be- 
fore feen his Majefty, and to which I under- 
ftand he had been very fubje@: That difors 
der I conceive to be biliary concretions in the 
gall duct. 


How long did he continue in that illnefs ? 
‘It lafted the greateft part of the 17th. 


Did it laft any longer, or did it take a dif- 
ferent turn? 


{t 
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It returned twice on Monday and 'Tuefday 
following; on Monday it was not fo fevere; 
and went off very foon; on Tugfday it was 
waey trifling. 


Is it your opinion that His Majetty’ S sito 
malady has been caufed by, or has any re- 
lation to his previous diforder ? 

It is not my opinion that His Majefty’s pre-. 
fent malady has any relation to his previous 
diforder, . 


~ 


Had not his Majefty a rath previous to Fri- 
day the 24th of October ? 

On Friday, O&tober the 17th, in the courfe 
of that day, it was mentioned tome that His Ma- 
jefty had had a rafh, and upon that account his — 
{kin was examined, and there did appear fome — 
marks of there having been a rath, which had 
fpent itfelf. | 


Have not you heard that His Majetty, dur- 
ing the time that the rafh was upon him, wet 
his feet and fat in wet ftockings ? 

I was informed that on Thurfday the 16th 
His Majefty rofe very early and walked more 
ahan four hours; and afterwards went to St. 

| James’s 
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James's without having changed his MORNE 
avhich were very wet. 


Did not you underftand the rafh had been 
checked by his Majefty having fat in wet 
ftockings? 

It was {0 imagined. 


By whom?) 
By fome in the family. 


Can you fay that a rafh fo checked may not 
have been the occafion of His Majefty’s pre- 
fent diiorder? | 3 

I can only fay that it is not my opinion ; 
for I conceive that if His Majefty’s prefent 
malady is iuppofed to be occafioned by the 
checking of the rath, the effect would have 
followed the caufe more immediately. | 


_ Whether His Majefty’s legs fwelled after it 
was imagined the rafh was he eek as 

The 18th of Odober the left foot was a 
little inflamed, and in confequence fiwelled ; 
afterwards the right foot. | 


Did the fwelling. of the legs go off — 
the prefent aiferdcr coming on? 
It had gone off before the prefent diforder. 
How 


Lr tt: J 
How long before? 
About two days. 


. Were both the King’s feet without Seething 
~ on the 24th? 

I think he left off both his great fhoes on 
the 23d: He was lame and in pain in the 
mutcles of his legs with the rheumatifm on 
the 24th ° 


In what degree was he difordered on | the 
24th 3 

He had had a reftlefs night on the Thurfday ; 
and when I faw His Majefty on Friday morn- 
ing, he was low fpirited, and complained much 
of the neceffity of going to the levee. He 
complained all along ef pains in the mufcles 
of his thighs and legs, as he does alfo at pre- 


fent. 


Have thofe pains in his thighs continued all 
along! 
From the beginning, 


Have thofe pains any relation to His Ma- 
jefty’s prefent illnefs ! 
‘think not, 


C Was 
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Was it your opinion that the rafh was 
ftruck in? | 
It is not my opinion. 


sir LUCAS PEPYS called in and examined. 


You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
_whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health 1s 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of pitonceng to 
any kind of public bufinefs? 

Certainly is incapable. 


What are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majefty’s recovery? 
- The hopes of His Majefty’s recovery arifé 
from the general confideration, that the- majo- 
rity of thofe afflicted with the fame or fimilar 
diforder under which His Maietiy now een 


do recover. 


Can you form any judgement or probable 
conjecture of the duration of His Majefty” $ 
illnefs ? 


I can form no fuch ‘Samoa 


. Te 
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is His Majefty at times Ramppoted and 
guiet ? 
= pegucaty, 1S. 


ee this ‘diforder “abate during thofe pe 
tiods ?: : 


Not in the leaft: 


Door HENRY REVELL REYNOLDS 


called in and examined. 


You are defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to 
any kind of public bufinefs? 

His Majefty is incapable. of attending to any 
public bufinefs. 


What are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majefty’s recovery ? | 
I think there are well-founded hopes of His — 
Majefty’s recovery. 


Can you form any judgement or probable 
conjecture of the duration of His Majefty’s ill- 
nefs? 3 

Ne; I cannot. 

7 a Upon 
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~ Upon what do you found your hopes of 
His Majefty’s recovery ? 
Upon general experience; as the greater 
number of thofe. affliéted with the fame ma- 
lady with His Majefty generally recover. 


Dostor ANTHONY ADDINGTON called 


qn. and examined. 


You are defired to acquaintthis Committee, 
whether the ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch, as to render him incapable of coming in 
perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to 
any kind of public bufinefs ? 

‘T have not feen His Majefty this viele paft ; 
but at that time he was certainly incapable of 
attending Parliament, or doing any public 


bufinefs. 


“What are ee hopes you entertain of His 
Majetty’ s recovery ? 
[have very great apes of His ane s re- 


covery. J | | 
aa what fnibdayae do you build thofe 
hopes ? 


]T never 
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I never yet have heard that His Majefty has 
had any diforder whatever, from which I could 
infer that he could not recover ; and by reco- 
very, I mean fo as to be ableto attend his Par- 
liament, and attend any other bufinefs as well 
as ever he did; but I think there are hopes in 
ray mind, from fome circumftances that I had 
not taken notice of before. Inever heard that 
His Majefty was melancholy previous to his 
prefent indifpofition ; and I do not récolle& an 
inftance of any patient who required a longer 
time to be perfeCtly cured than one year, who 
had not laboured under a pretty long and very 
confiderable melancholy previous to his con-. 
finement. 


Can you form any probable judgement of 
the duration of His Majefty’s diforder ? 
I cannot. 


In what time have thefe diforders generally 
been cured? | 

It has been my good fortune to fee none 
who have not been cured withina year; fome- 
times in four months from the time they came 
under my care, unlefs they were deemed incu- 
rable by the beft judges before aie were fent 
to my houfe, 
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Is it yout opinion, that all diforders of the 
mind, not preceded by melancholy, have been 
cured within the year? | 

All the diforders within my practice, except 
as before, have been cured within the year ; 
and I fhould think that fuch diforders would 
be curable within the year, unlefs they pro- 
ceeded from fome immoveable cafe, fuch as 
the enlargement of the bone prefling upon the 
fenforium, or other fimilar caufes: 


Dodor THOMAS GISBURNE called in 


and examined. 


Yoii ate defired to acquaint this Committee, 
whether the, ftate of His Majefty’s health is 
fuch as to render hitn incapable of coming in 

perfon to his Parliament, or of attending to any : 
~ kind of public bufinefs? 

I think him abfolutely incapable. 


What are the hopes you entertain of His 
Majefty’s recovery ?- 


As thofe in fimilar circumftances have often. 
recovered, I hope His ry will. 


Has a majority of Ligeaie eS ? 
They have. : 


Can. 


aes eee 


Can you form any judgement, or probable 
conjecture, of the duration of His Majefty’s 
illnefs ? | 

I think that cannot be afcertained, 


THE END. 


